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State Report Card Notice 

The current WARE State Report Card is available on the building and district web sites www.usd475.org.  Printed copies are also           

available in the school office & at the Devin  Education Support Center, 123  N.  Eisenhower,  Junction City, KS. 66441. 

 Dear Parents: 

      May is always a month of mixed emotions in a school setting.  Students 

and teachers alike celebrate the end of state assessments yet face end of the 

year formative assessments.  Both long for time spent out in the beautiful 

Kansas weather, yet realize there is still much curriculum to be taught.  

Schedules are altered due to educational field trips and other special activi-

ties.  The leadership team is busy finishing out the events of 2008-09 while 

feverously planning the next school year.  This includes the interviewing 

and hiring of many new staff members. 

      However, the event that always seems to take center place in the final 

months of the school year is the annual ritual of saying good-bye to cher-

ished friends and colleagues.  Being on an active military installation in-

creases the need for such farewells.  Unfortunately, it is this reason I find 

May the most difficult month of the school year. 

      Living in this community my entire life, half a century for those curious, 

one would think I would have developed a skill for saying good-bye to my 

dear military friends.  From my first memory of coming to school one day 

in second grade and discovering my best friend Cindy had left to move to 

Fort Bragg, it has never gotten easier. 

     So, I will keep tissues handy as we say good-bye to students, staff, and 

parents we may never see again as school comes to a close.  It will be ex-

tremely different to bid farewell to long time Ware Elementary kindergar-

ten teacher Paula Hansen as she begins her retirement.  Paula is the only 

teacher who opened a new Ware Elementary in 1982 and has stayed in the 

same classroom since that time.  With a lifetime of memories in her 

teacher bag, we will say good-bye and wish her only the best as she begins 

this new phase of her life. 

    There has been much written in regards to the stress on families who 

must make military moves.  While I would never argue those points,  I 

would  remind readers it is also difficult for those left behind. 

      Thank you for a fabulous 2008-09 school year.  For all of us returning 

for another round in August, enjoy your break and keep reading! 

 

                                            Dr.    Deb Gustafson 

                                                       Principal 



Kindergarten               
Dear Parents, 
     May is a time to reflect on the great pro-
gress the kindergarteners have made this 
year. Their ability to read and write independ-
ently is amazing. They will be tested and put 
into reading groups for first grade before the 
end of the year. We know all their hard work 
will be evident. We will continue to finish the 
shared stories this month. By the end of the 
kindergarten they will have completed 22 
books. The summer is a great time to enrich 
and continue to practice reading their old 
books and to take time to enjoy the public li-
braries. The Junction City Library offers a 
good summer reading program. 
      In math we will continue to review all our 
skills and do end of the year testing to make 
sure we are ready for first grade. The Math AT 
Home book has some fun ideas for the sum-
mer that will reinforce their skills. Playing card 
games and board games is a pleasant way to 
practice and develop many problem -solving 

skills. Some of the other ideas included setting 
up a summer calendar to mark special events, 
weighing a watermelon at the store and esti-
mating the number of seeds, experimenting 
with sinking and floating at the beach or pool, 
and making lemonade or other recipes. 
     We have enjoyed working with your child 
and wish him/her continued success in first 
grade. 
 
            Have a wonderful summer! 
 
Mr. Scruggs, Miss Strohmeyer, Mrs. Hansen, 
Miss Bruning, Miss Johnson and 
Miss Shepherd ( KSU Student ) 
 

              
 

 
  

First Grade                
Dear Parents, 
     May is definitely spring fever time!!! This is a 
very busy month and summer is approaching 
fast. We begin this month finishing CRT testing. 
Please make sure that your child is eating nutri-
tional meals, and has a good nightôs rest.    
     Mark your calendar for the following events:   
              Schools in Review on Thursday, May 7

th 

from 1:30 to 3:30.
 
The theme is Amtrak stops 

around the United States. The first graders got 
to research historical sites in New York City for 
their Amtrak location.  
                   FIELD DAY!!! This event will be held on 
May 21

st
 and all students will participate.  

                    Field Trip on Wednesday, May 20
th
 to  

Sunset Zoo and Kansas State Football Sta-
dium. Please make sure that your child wears 
tennis shoes and dresses comfortably.  
      SFA ends on May 14

th
! Therefore, no more 

Read and Respond homework after May 14
th
.     

     Continue working with your child on the 
many math skills weôve been working on and 

practicing the first grade sight words included 
in the first grade handbook. Also, please re-
view additional math concepts covered in the 
third quarter: showing money two different 
ways, dollar and cent notation, place value, 
etc.  
     As the school year comes to an end, the 
first grade teachers would like to thank all the 
parents for their support throughout the year.  
It has been a very enjoyable and successful 
year. We hope to see you all back next year! 

Have a great summer! 

        Miss Erickson, Mrs. Roles, Miss Lang, 
        Mrs. Kinderknecht, Mrs. Donahue, and  
        Mrs. Osweiler 
 

 
 
 



Second Grade  

 Dear Parents, 
     May is always a busy month at Ware.  We 
will be taking end of the year tests, and finish-
ing up our second grade requirements.  As we 
look back, it is amazing how far our students 
have come this year.  They have worked hard 
and are ready for the challenges that await 
them as they move to third grade. 
     In science we are learning about the life 
cycle of plants and other living things this 
quarter. We got a chance to see many living 
things on our field trip to K-State last month. 
Have your child see how many living things 
they see in and around your house. 
     Math finds us reviewing all our skills and 
adding multiplication and division.  Time and 
money are still areas that we are trying to 
master.  Parents can help by allowing the stu-
dent to count spare change at home and ask-
ing to tell time through-out the week. 
      Vocabulary will continue to come home 
until Mid-month and then classrooms will re-

view words until the end of school. Remember to 
read 20 min. daily with your child and continue 
reading over the summer! 
     We are sad to see Mrs. Morin leave us at the 
end of this year.  Her family will be moving to 
Virginia where her husband will be stationed.  
We wish them happiness in their new home. 
     Have a safe and happy summer.  If you are 
moving away from us this summer, we have en-
joyed working with your child.  If you are coming 
back to us, we look forward to seeing you again 
in August! 
 
       
Mrs. Steinbring, Miss McClure, Mrs. Morin, 
 Mrs. Leturgez, and Mr. Haag 

   
   

  

 

Third Grade  

Dear Parents,  
      March was a very busy month for our 3

rd
 

graders as they worked very hard during the 
two weeks of state testing.  The students 
never cease to amaze us with their effort and 
ability, which produced successful results in 
both reading and math.   
       As we spring on into the end of the school 
year the 3

rd
 graders will begin participating in 

upcoming field trips. The students will begin 
with Agriculture Day May 8

th
 and a trip to the 

Milford Nature Center on May 14
th
.  For all 

their continuous hard work students will be re-
warded with a Field Day on May 21

st
.  The stu-

dents will get the chance to play various 
games inside and outside the school through-
out the day. 
       May 7

th
 will be ñSchool in Review.  Please 

come to the 3
rd

 grade Pod to enjoy a fabulous 
train ride to some of the Midwest states and 
see all the work that the students have accom-

plished throughout this quarter! 
       Thank you for all your support and help this 
year! 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Mrs. Hoeman , Mrs. Pushee, Mrs. Rodriguez, 
Mrs. White,  Mrs. Wohler, Mrs. Tabb, and KSU 
Students Mrs. Anderes and  Ms. Williams     
       
                 



Fourth Grade 

    Hello from Fourth Grade, 
      May finds us finishing up much of our test-
ing and looking forward to our end of the year 
field trip.  On May 12, the fourth grade will be 
taking a trip into Manhattan to enjoy the Sun-
set Zoo, having a picnic in City Park, and go-
ing to Call Hall at K-State for an ice cream 
dessert. It should be a fun-filled day.   
     The homerooms of Akard and Bullock will 
finally attend their water safety classes during 
the 1

st
 week of May, so get those swimming 

suits ready.  
      We will also be preparing for School in 
Review on May 7.  We hope to see many of 
you attend to help us celebrate our learning.   
     The staff and students are also looking for-
ward to participating in the annual Ware Field 
Day on May 21. 

     As the year winds down, we would like to 
thank all of our parents for their support through-
out the school year.   
    
     Hope you have a safe and happy summer. 
         
                     Lisa Akard 
                     Nick Beckman 
                     Kara Bronikowski  
                     Christi Bullock 
                     Laurel Martin ( KSU Student ) 

Fifth Grade 

 Dear Parents, 
     Weôre almost there! Fifth graders have 
been working hard this year, and we are very 
proud of them.  May is filled with excitement 
as students work to end the year successfully. 
     In math, students are preparing for en-
trance into middle school, and learning multi-
plication and division of fractions, as well as 
using probability and figuring percents and 
discounts of whole numbers.  
      Reading nightly continues to be important 
throughout the fourth quarter as well as this 
summer. Encourage your child to use the 
summer library programs available at Ware 
and the public library. 
     Weôre looking forward to a trip to the 
Topeka Capitol!  Students will also hear from 
the J.A.G. office about how laws are made 
and enforced.  Fifth Grade Promotion is 
scheduled for May 20 at 6:00 p.m.  At this 
time awards will be presented and students 

will celebrate the culmination of their elementary 
career. 
 

                Have a great summer! 

                    Fifth Grade Team 

              Mrs. Ruffley, Mrs. Deville, 
              Miss Taylor, and Mr. Upham 
 
 
          



Library Lines  

                                
 
 
       Your child has worked very hard this school year to improve her/his reading level. How do you 
maintain or even improve on this achievement over that long summer break? Keep óem reading! 
Practice, practice, practice . Be sure to provide opportunities for your child to read during vaca-
tion. Buy books at local bookstores or make use of summer reading opportunities that are available 
here at Ware and check out the childrenôs department at the Dorothy Bramlage Library in Junction 
City, which always has an excellent summer reading program. Choose your method, but chose to 
READ. See you at the library!!!  

 
     
                           Linda Benner,  

                    Library Media Specialist 
 
           
  

     
       Itôs hard to believe but May is already here! The music rooms have been full of many interest-
ing sounds as the 3

rd
, 4

th
, and 5

th
 graders have been testing for their belts in Recorder Karate; 2

nd
-

5
th
 graders have been learning Ensemble 1 from the World Music Drumming curriculum; 1

st
 grad-

ers have just completed their program of Mother Goose rhymes and the Kindergarten classes are 
hopping aboard the Ware Express as they prepare for their program which will be on Thursday, 
May 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
     In May you will find us outside, when the weather permits, as students participate in a unit 
about water and summer activities through a variety of songs. We will also be drumming outside. 
 
           This year has been great and we look forward to all of our musical adventures in May! 

 
 
Susan Gillespie                                                                                              Freedom Brass 

         SusanGillespie@usd475.org                                                FreedomBrass@usd475.org 

Music Notes! 

mailto:SusanGillespie@usd475.org
mailto:FreedomBrass@usd475.org


      Weôve had a super year in P.E. class and we are getting closer to the most exciting time of the 
year to be activeéSUMMER! This is the best time for us all to explore new ways to help us lead 
an active and healthy lifestyle, and what better way for the students at Ware Elementary to kick off 
the most active of the seasons than to enjoy a variety of fun and challenging activities during Field 
Day. On Thursday, May 21

st
, we will devote the entire day to fun in the sun, starting with a kick-off 

assembly in the morning and pausing only for a little lunch during the day. In the case of a rainout, 
our make-up date will be the following day. 
     Thanks again for a great year, and good luck to all of our 5

th
 graders moving to Fort Riley Mid-

dle School next year. Go Troopers! 
 

                                           Mr. Derek Scott and Mr. Stuart Schwarz 

                            Physical Education Teachers 

 

  

PE Lines  

        

        Ware Elementary is a Blue Ribbon School with over 600 students per year in kindergarten 
through fifth grade.  Students reside in the areas of McClellan, Meade, and Burnside Loops ; War-
ner Heights ; and Forsyth on Ft. Riley.  Due to the Army transition, we see an annual turnover of 
about  55% of our total student population.   

         Ware Elementary has approximately 100-115 certified staff members per year.  An inclusive 
Special Education Program and an English Language Learners Program (ELL) are part of the Ware 
educational setting.  

         Ware Elementary is a Professional Development School in cooperation with Kansas State        
University.  As a Professional Development School the outstanding teachers at Ware agreed to as-
sist pre-professional teachers develop instructional methods, lesson preparations, and assessment  
techniques to facilitate learning for all students.  Our school benefits from this  program by having 
additional people at Ware with an interest in the success of our students.  We look forward to con-
tinuing our association with Kansas State University and the excellent  pre-professional teachers 
that are assigned to Ware. 

  QUALITY IS OUR GOAL:  PERSONAL BEST IN  LIVING AND LEARNING  

   Ware Elementary School  
   6795 Thomas Avenue   Phone:  785-717-4600   
   Fort Riley, KS  66442       Fax:  785-717-4601 

 


